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Penguin Nickname Legend

Prior to 1933, Youngstown College had been referred to as "Y" College, YoCo, Wye Collegians and

many times, simply the "Locals."

There are two accounts of how the Penguin nickname came to be, and interestingly enough they

come from the same evening on Jan. 30, 1933. But fhrgughaut the ceason prigr to that contoct

many of the members of the 1932-33 varsity men'’s
basketball team and their friends on campus spent
idle moments in the cafeteria discussing suitable new
names for our school sports combines, basketball,
and fencing that year.

The names considered covered every conceivable
spectrum of animals, birds, and things associated
with the steel city, but none seemed to fit. There was
always someone who pointed out an inadequacy of
some sort.

The first account states that on a cold, freezing
night at a men’s basketball game at West Liberty State
Teachers College, in West Liberty, W. Va., a spectator
watching the members of the team stomp on the floor
and swing their arms made them look like Penguins
and without a nickname, the fans took a liking to the
word.

The second account comes from the trip to West
Liberty in which the road that evening had been hit
by a snowfall between one and two feet deep. The
passengers in two of the cars found it necessary
on several occasions to get out and help push their
vehicles out of snow drifts or road area with snow
ruts, difficult to drive through.

During the trip, Bennett Kunicki recalls, the
discussion of a nickname for the school was the
hot topic of conversation. In Kunicki's car, the name

YSU Alma Mater

All hail to thee O Youngstown,

Our Alma Mater fair;

In sunlight and starshine

We see thee in all thy glory.

The Red and White, thy glorious colors,
Ever we praise and hold them

High to the breeze as the symbol of our
Most loyal allegiance.

This anthem, O Youngstown,

Our pledge of trust shall be

That thy sons and daughters

Shall keep faith with thee forever

YSU’s Fight Song

The Red and White are waving
Over the field

Our teams are fighting

With a spirit that will not yield
Rah-Rah-Rah

Hail to thee O’Youngstown
We'll fight for you

Once again the Penguins

Will win for YSU

Penguins came up and was well received by everyone in the car. Upon arrival at the West Liberty gym,
the name was mentioned to the members of the team, who thought it was perfect.

By the end of that school year, the nickname was unanimously accepted by the student body without
the necessity of a formal polling vote. Plans were then made to introduce the new name during the

1933-34 basketball season.

The nickname Penguins was formally introduced to the school in the "Jambar" (Vol. IV, No. 3) at the

beginning of the 1933-34 basketball season. Page three of that issue was set up to cover YSU's first
game to introduce the members of that season’s team and to give the schedule for the season. The
date of the "Jambar" issue was Dec. 15, 1933. Within the next five or six weeks, Penguins became
our newly accepted nickname both in the Jambar and on the sports pages of the then two local
newspapers.

The name was introduced after the first game with Slippery Rock in the Dec. 15, 1933 issue of the
‘Jambar". The Youngstown Telegram first used the nickname in a headline on Dec. 29, 1933 while The
Vindicator first acknowledged the nickname in its Jan. 27, 1934 edition.
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Quick Facts
Population: 83,906
Area: 34.2 square miles
Metropolitan: 586,939

Attractions

¢ More than 50 area golf courses

e The 2,537 acre Mill Creek Park
situated within miles of downtown

e Two large malls and shopping districts
within 20 minutes of campus

e Minor league hockey and arena
football franchises downtown and a
nearby minor league baseball team

e Several museums and auditoriums

Within 100 Miles

e The bright lights of both Pittsburgh
and Cleveland

e Lake Erie

e 24 state parks and three national parks
¢ Pro Football Hall of Fame

® Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame and Museum
e Numerous professional sports franchises

The City of Youngstown was incorporated
in 1867 and named for John Young, who
purchased approximately 15,000 acres
(the entire township) for slightly more than
$16,000 in 1797 from the United States
Government.

With its setting in the Mahoning Valley along
the Mahoning River, Youngstown quickly
grew to become a thriving city in the 1920s
as part of the industrial belt that stretched
from Massachusetts to the Mississippi
River. The iron and steel industry created a
strong blue-collar work ethic in the city and
surrounding areas that is still very evident,
even decades after the closing of the mills.
At its peak, Youngstown was the third-largest
steel producing city in the country.

Today, with a new citywide
revitalization plan coordinated
between the city, Youngstown
State University and nearly
200 volunteers, neighborhood
organizations and businesses,
a new vision for Youngstown
exists. The award-winning plan,
Youngstown 2010, callsforamore
diverse and vibrant economy |-
founded on the current strengths
with the city and region, such as
YSU, the health care sector and
the arts community.

Wick Neighbors, Inc., was
created from a broad-based
group of leaders from YSU and
religious and cultural institutions
along  Wick Avenue, which
borders campus to the East. Its
mission is to redevelop the historically
rich Smoky Hollow neighborhood just off
campus and promote a place for creative
living and working in the city.

Youngstown is very well-known for its
dedication to the arts. The Butler Institute
of American Art, located within the
confines of campus, is one of the most
unique and respected museums in the
nation. There are also two auditoriums
in the city, several museums and the
Chevrolet Centre, amodern arena opened
in 2005.

Youngstown is also a hotbed for
football. In addition to YSU’s four national
championships in the 1990s, many
coaches have ties to the city. Ohio State
head coach Jim Tressel is formerly the
head coach at YSU, and current college
head coaches Bo Pelini (Nebraska), Bob
Stoops (Oklahoma), Mike Stoops (Arizona)
and Mark Mangino (Kansas) are all from
the Valley. The entire Mahoning Valley is
seen as a hotbed for college recruits.
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Five boxing champions have their roots in Youngstown.
The most recent champion, middleweight Kelly Pavlik,
wore the Youngstown State “Y” and Pete the Penguin on
his trunks when he beat Jermaine Taylor on HBO in 2008.

Built in 2005, the 5,700-seat Chevrolet Centre

is a large part of the downtown revitalization
project. It houses minor league hockey and arena
football, concerts, ice shows and much more.

The view of Lake. Glacier from Fellows Riverside
Gardens in Mill Creek Park is one of the most
scenic areas in the Mahoning Valley.
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B Head football coach Jon
Heacock was interviewed
following Youngstown State’s
2006 playoff win at Stambaugh
Stadium over James Madison.on
ESPIN2:

The amount of local media coverage dedicated to
Youngstown State athletics ranks near the top in both
the Horizon League and the Missouri Valley Football
Conference. As the main sports attraction in the
Mahoning Valley, the Penguins receive daily coverage
from five television stations, two major newspapers
and several radio stations. Regional media coverage
extends to Akron, Cleveland and Pittsburgh. Missouri
Valley Football Conference contests are frequently
featured as nationally televised games of the week,
and the Horizon League has a partnership with ESPN
and its stations to broadcast men's and women’s
basketball games. Football and basketball games are
broadcast locally on tape-delay.

Live Internet Coverage .

([y:Te[o 1{[e] I (RO -l SO AR ISUEIR When Cindy Martin (left) was named YSU’s women’s basketball coach, the news
media, the successes of Youngstown State student REIHECUI R IR ICE CEANCR T YR CIV T RN (e r L A e O Y L e
athletes are regularly broadcast live across the world [RUENIFRTEHEIELR CEWTTEL IEER R X T a 0 (g A R g AL W L [ERTL [T
over the Internet.

The Horizon League is a recognized leader in video streaming
through the Horizon League Network (HLN) and produced more
than 300 free, live events during the 2007-08 academic year. In
addition to live games, HLN includes highlight vignettes of all-19
League championships, weekly highlight videos during the men’s |
and women’s basketball season and other special programming
covering Horizon League institutions, coaches and student-athletes.
Nearly every one of YSU's home men’'s and women’s basketball g e SRR
games and all league road contests are broadcast over the HLN. [EVTISSSEIsprpymmsy -

Several home volleyball and soccer games and the entire 2008 I PYERARIer R S T WIS Ryt
Horizon League Baseball Championship were also streamed live WEEGZINIEETACECI SN WY e il 1ol R e e LR E
over the Internet. title in the Youngstown W interviewed by Youngstown's CBS affiliate

Broadcasts of Youngstown State’s home football games are also Vindicator. during the first baseball practice in February.

available over the Internet via paid subscriptions.
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Weekly Coaches Shows
Youngstown State head football coach Jon Heacock, head men’s
basketball coach Jerry Slocum and head women'’s basketball coach
Cindy Martin are featured weekly on both radio and television
coaches shows. Penguin Gameday, a production of the local NBC
affiliate, showcases upcoming opponents, reviews past contests
and provides an avenue for fans to become familiar with student- '
athletes. Penguin Playbook is an hour-long radio show broadcast e

on the high-power AM station 570 WKBN..OIympic sport coaches 51OWKBN

are featured as guests on the show as their seasons approach.

HORIZON LEAGUE



